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Abstract

A comparison study of nursing competence of new graduates from the Certificate of Nursing Science
(revised) B.E. 2537 and the Certificate of Nursing Science B.E.2528 was conducted using descriptive
research design. The sample was composed of new graduates of the two curricula mentioned above from

3 nursing colleges under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Public Health and their colleagues.

Self-administered questionnaires asking about new graduates’ nursing competence were sent to the new
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graduates of the B.E.2537 curriculum and their colleagues. The information related to nursing
competence of the new graduates of the B.E.2528 curriculum and their colleagues was the data collected
in the study of Saksomboon (2,000). The data were analyzed using SPSS for Windows version 9.
Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and Analysis of Variance were used. The research results

were summarized as follow:

1. The new graduates of the B.E.2537 curriculum were positive towards their own

nursing competence. A mean of overall perception was 3.47. Professional Ethics was most
highly rated with a mean of 3.91 while the mean of Nursing Skills was 3.36 and that of

Professional practice was 3.34.

2. The colleagues of the new graduates of the B.E.2537 curriculum rated the new

graduates’ nursing competence 93 moderate to good. A mean of overall perception was 3.36.
Professional Ethics and Nursing Skills were similarly rated with means of 3.66 and 3.61

respectively while Professional practice was rated moderately with a mean of 3.16.

3. There were statistically significant differences in perceptions of new graduates

and their colleagues towards new graduates’ nursing competence in all aspects (P <.01)

expect overall perception.

4. There was no statistically significant difference in perceptions of new graduates

of the two curricula towards their own nursing competence (P > .05) in all aspects.

5. There were statistically significant differences in perceptions of colleagues

towards nursing competence of new graduates from the B.E.2537 curriculum and those from the
B.E.2528 curriculum (P < .05) in Nursing Skills and Professional Ethics. The perceptions of Professional

practice were not statistically significant different (P >.05).
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There were statistically significant differences in perceptions among new graduates of the three different
colleges towards their own nursing competence (P < .05). However, the differences were not statistically

exist in perceptions among the colleagues of those new graduates.

From the research findings, it can be seen that there was no difference in nursing competence of new
graduates of the two curriculum. Indeed, the revised curriculum was designed to focus more on the
development of abilities related to Professional practice which was seen as the weakness of the former
curriculum. Therefore, Proboromarajchanok and the nursing colleges in its jurisdiction should promptly
develop and improve both the curriculum and learning experiences in order to build graduates’

competence as aimed.
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