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Abstract

The purposes of this research and development were to design, implement and
evaluate its effectiveness of an academic preparation program for nursing students from
the southern provinces of Thailand. The sample comprised 160 nursing students from the
five southern provinces of Thailand who were enrolled in the Bachelor of Nursing Science
Program at Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Bangkok in the academic year 2007.

The academic preparation program was developed by the Academic Preparation
Program Committee consisting of 6 bases i.e. 1) Sciences 2) Mathematics 3) English 4)
Thai 5) Using computer and audio visual skills; and 6) Inquiry skills and using library.
The designed program included various activities such as games, problem solving of
questions or situations, answering questions from pictures or video, imagination and
hands-on experience.

The program was implemented during 11-13 July 2007, where each student would
take turn to participate in all six bases. Data gathered from 158 participated students
revealed that their average age was 21 years, their GPAs from high school were about
average (mean = 2.65, SD = .49) ranging from 1.45 to 3.65. Seventy nine point two
percent of them used to study in higher educational institutes. Almost all of them (97.5%)

‘were able to use computer. They evaluated themselves on average in all six basic
academic aspects, with the lowest on English and highest on Inquiry skills and library
using.

The evaluation of the program confirmed its effectiveness by the significant
increased of six basic academic scores after participating in the program, the high level of
students’ attitude towards the program and the evaluation on their performance at each

base.
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